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Abstract. A technopark is currently being developed at the Nagrak gmpus of
Universitas Trisakti, Bogor Regendffto support university-owned R&D. This
university is conducting research on the use of lemongrass (Cymbopogon citratus)
waste as a material for hygiene products. Given the importance of lemongrass in
supporting research innovations at the Universitas Trisakti, rB university hopes
to integrate a lemongrass cultivation area into a technopark. The study aimed to
assess the land suitability of the Nagrak Campus Technopark for lemongrass
cultivation. A survey was conducted to assess the land characteristics and collect
soil samples, followed by laboratory soil analysis. Land suitability was assessed by
comparing the field data with the preferred growing conditions for lemongrass.
The results showed that the Nagrak Campus Technopark is marginally suitable for
lemongrass cultivation. The major limiting factors are nutrient retention (low base
saturation and pH) and nutrient availability (low phosphorus content). Other
limiting factors include high temperature, water availability (high rainfall and air
humidity), rooting conditions (clay soil texture), and nutrient availability [B”
total nitrogen). Efforts to enhance land quality and crop production include the
addition of agricultural lime and fertilizers to the soil. These efforts may improve
land suitability from marginally to moderately suitable conditions.

1. Introduction

A technopark is an integrated area designed to accommodate the development and
commercialization of technological innovation and serves as a center that can enhance
networking and collaboration among various stakeholders [1]. Many universities have developed
techniques to bridge the gap between academic research and commercial applications. Currently,
Universitas Trisakti is developing a technopark at the Nagrak Campus, located in Bogor Regency,
West Java. A technopark should be designed to facilitate the production and commercialization of
technology through innovations owned by the university, which can be achieved by providing
space for research collaboration or research materials. The technopark developed at the Nagrak
Campus is expected to accommodate a space for agriculture, whose products can be used for
research.

Universitas Trisakti is conducting research that utilizes lemongrass waste as a material for
hygiene products such as hand sanitizers and mouthwashes [2]. Lemongrass (Cymbopogon
Cm\leul from this work may be used under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence. Any further distribution

T of this work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the title of the work, journal citation and DOL
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citratus) has significant value due to its wide range of applications. Owing to the lemon-flavoring
properties of lemongrass, its leaves are often used in food, herbal tea, and other culinary goods
[3]. Essential oils produced from lemongrass have medicinal properties and are used in the
pharmaceutical industry [3]. As a landscape plant, lemongrass can be utilized as a border plant
for erosion control and landslide reduction [4]. The distinctive aroma enriches the sense of smell
and enhances the attractiveness of the landscape. Essential oils produced from lemongrass are
known to have antiviral, antibacterial, antioxidant, antifungal, and anticancer functions [5].
Considering the importance of lemongrass plants in supporting Universitas Trisakti's research
and business innovations, the university hopes to utilize the available resources in the technopark
to cultivate lemongrass.

The successful lemongrass cultivation requires specific environmental conditions. Many
typesEJsoils can support the growth of lemongrass [6], but the plant prefers well-drained sandy
loam soils with a pH level ranging from 5.5 to 7.5 and a warm, humid climate with full sun [7].
Before proceeding with large-scale cultivation, performing a land suitability analysis is crucial to
determine whether the technopark area is suitable for lemongrass cultivation. Currently,
information on th@ghitability of the Technopark as a place for lemongrass cultivation remains
unavailable. Thus, this study aimed to analyze the suitability of the land in Technopark Nagrak
Trisakti Campus as a place to cultivate lemongrass. This study will help to identify potential
limitations and offer recommendations for necessary adjustments or improvements to the land.

2. Methods
2.1 Study area

The study area is a site at the Nagrak Campus of Universitas Trisakti, Gunung Putri District, Bogor
Regency, and will be used as a technopark (Fig. 1). The study was conducted between January and
June 2024. The survey and soil sampling were conducted in January 2024.
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Figure 1. Study area (P1, P2, P3, P4 are soil sampling points).
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This area is located at an altitude of 57-72 meters above sea level, with an area of approximately
4.5 hectares. The area is relatively flat or has a low slope and is in the range of 0-8%. Latosol was
the most common type of soil in the research region. The average rainfall in the study area ranges
from 3000-3500 mm/year. In 2023, the number of rainy days in Bogor Regency was 208 [8]. The
average temperature in 2023 is 26.5°C with a minimum temperature of 20.0°C and a maximum
temperature of 35.4eC. The humidity in the study area was relatively high, ranging from 70-90%
with an average of over 80%.

2.2 Data collection 25

The required data for this research were land conditions, including soil physical and chemical
properties, soil topography, and the climatic conditions of the study area, such as rainfall,
temperature, and air humidity. Data on soil topography and climatic conditions were secondary
data, whereas data on soil conditions were primary data obtained from soil samples analyzed in
the laboratory. During the survey, field conditions, such as land use and potential locations, were
observed to determine the sampling points. Based on the survey, soil samples were collected by
purposive sampling at four points in the study area, as these points could potentially be used as
lemongrass cultivation areas. The research samples were P1, P2, P3, and P4, as shown in Fig. 1.

2.3 Data analysis

The soil physical Byperties analyzed were soil texture and slope. The analyzed chemical
properties include cation exchange capacity (CEC), base saturation, pH, organic C content, and
nutrient availability. Other than the soil properties, the climatic elements that were analyzed
include temperature, air humidity, and rainfall. After obtaining the study area’s soil properties and
climatic conditions, a matching a@/sis was conducted to assess the suitability of lemongrass-
preferred growing conditions for the acial conditions of the study area. The matching process
for determining suitability was divided into four classes: S1 (highly suitable), S2 (moderately
suitable), S3 (marginally suitable), and N (not suitable). Class determination was based on the
Land Evaluation Technical Guidebook [9]. Information on land suitability classes for lemongrass
is limited; therefore, the characteristic assessment followed the criteria for Citronella. Since both
species are from the same genus (Cymbopogon sp.) and have similar morphology, in this study, the
land suitability criteria for lemongrass were considered the same as those for citronella.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Soil properties and land suitability

Based on four soil samples that were examined in the laboratory, the physical and chemical
characteristics of the research site’s soil were acquired. The laboratory test results showed that
the four soil samples had the same physical properties, with only slight differences in soil chemical
properties, specifically nutrient availability. This shows that the four soil samples can be
considered as the same land unit so that land suitability analysis can be conducted collectively.
nable 1 summarizes the actual field values from the four samples and ]d suitability classes in
the study area. The actual land suitability shows the value of the current land suitability, whereas
the potential land suitability shows the potential value after the land receives improvement
efforts.
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Table 1. Land suitability class of the study area

Land suitability class
Land characteristics ) Actualland  Improvement Potential land
Field value itability effort suitability
Temperature (tc) a sz s2
Average temperature 25-28 52 i 52
Water availability (wa) sz 52
Rainfall/year (mm) 3000-3500 S2 - S2
Air humidity (%) 70-90 s2 ! s2
Rooting condition (rc) sz s2
il texture Clay (smooth) S2 - S2
Nutrient retention (nr) S3 S1
Cation exchange capacity 18.99-24.11 S1 S1
Base saturation (%) 12.19-44.70 S3 Liming++
pH 4.26-4.92 S3 Liming++ S1
C-organic (%) 1.61-2.92 S1 S1
Nutrient availability (na) S3 S1
Total N 0.15-0.25 S2 Fertilizing+
Available P 2.49-1296 S3 Fertilizing++ S1
Erosion hazard (eh) S1 S1
Slope (%) 0-8 s1 s1
Erosion hazard Very low S1 S1
essment result Actual S3 Potential Sz

S1: highly suitable; S2: moderately suitable; $3: marginally suitable.
“++" high efforts needed; “+" moderate efforts needed.

27 22

gsed on the matching process, the study areagd a low level of suitability or was marginally
suitable (S3) for lemongrass (Table 1). The limiting factors of S3 were found in two of the six
characteristics assessed. Nutrient retention and availability were limiting factors causing land to
fall into the S3 category. The main limiting factors are low base saturation, low pH, and a lack of
available phosphorus (P) in the soil. Moderately suitable factors (52) for supporting lemongrass
growth included air temperature, rainfall, air humidity, soil texture, and total N (nitrogen). Air
temperature, rainfall, and humidity at the study site were higher than the ideal conditions
preferred by lemongrass, whereas total N was lower than that preferred by lemongrass. Other
factors, such as cation exchange capacity (CEC), C-organic content, slope, and erosion hazard,
were highly suitable (S1).

The "clay" texture type describes the soil in the study location. The soil has a very high clay
content, with an average of 84.92%. Soil with a high clay content usually feels very sticky and
plasticine-like when wet. Compared to other soil types, clayey soils can hold more water, tend to
have a high CEC, and retain higher nutrient content [10]. In addition, the study site's soil pH was
determined to be significantly acidic., with an average of 4.58. Acidic soil is a serious challenge for
crop production because it can cause toxic effects, nutrient imbalances, and reduced
microbiological activity in the soil [11]. These factors can result in poor plant growth and low
production.
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3.2 Limiting factors and efforts to improve land suitability

The limiting factors can be divided into two categories: temporary and permanent. Average
temperature, precipitation, and air humidity are examples of unchangeable, permanent limiting
factors [12,13]. In addition to precipitation, soil texture is an irreparable factor [14]. In summary,
the climatic conditions and soil physical properties are permanent limiting factors. The chemical
properties of soil are temporary limiting factors that can be improved by treatment.

Based on this analysis, the limiting factors in the study location were temperature (S2), water
availability (S2), rooting conditions (52), nutrient retention (S3), and nutrient availability (S3).
Specifically, the factors were average temperature, air humidity, rainfall, soil texture, base
saturation, soil pH, and total N and P availability. Among these, the major limiting factors for
lemongrass cultivation are low base saturation, pH, and P availability, resulting in low land
suitability. In contrast, factors such as average temperature, air humidity, rainfall, soil texture, and
total nitrogen were less significant.

It is possible to make the land more suitable. The pH of the soil is mostly related to base
saturation. Base saturation is more likely to be poor in soils with low pH. [15]. Increasing the soil
pH should also increase base saturation. The addition of agricultural lime is an effective method
for increasing soil pH and base saturation [16]. Concerning the constraints on nutrient availability,
total N and available P can be improved by adding fertilizers [17]. N and P fertilization significantly
influence soil total N, P, and C [18]. After implementing improgfihent efforts, land suitability may
increase from marginally to moderately suitable. Temporary limiting factors, including nutrient
retention and availability, can be enhanced. However, permanent limiting factors such as
temperature, water availability, and rooting conditions cannot be improved.

4. Conclusion

Nagrak Campus Technopark is located in an area with high rainfall, air temperature, and humidity.
The study area has a smooth soil texture with high clay content, high C-organic content, strongly
acidic soil pH, and low base saturation. These soil properties indicate that the Nagrak Technopark
campus is marginally suitable (S3) for lemongrass gtivation. Considerable effort and high costs
would be required to improve the limiting factors in the study area. The major limiting factors
include low base saturation, pH, and P availability. Other limiting factors include high
temperature, high rainfall, high air humidilﬂc]ayey soil texture, and low total N. Efforts to improve
land quality and crop production include the addition of agricultural lime and fertilizers to the
soil.
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